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allowing only take of record specimens. 

 

 

 



Dears: 

 

I have been involved in commercial, subsistence and recreational fisheries research and 

management for 20 years in Cuba and internationally. During that time, I have 

published around 50 peer-reviewed scientific papers, of which half are directly related 

with fisheries, mostly recreational fisheries. Those scientific results have been included 

in fisheries and marine spatial management plans. 

 

Recreational fisheries in general and for pelagic fishes in particular contribute 

substantially to the well-being of people and national and local economies. Globally, an 

estimated 220 to 700 million people participate in recreational fishing each year, 

generating US$47 billion in expenditure. Almost 9 million Europeans are marine 

recreational anglers with a considerable direct (€5.9 billion annually) and total economic 

impact (€10.5 billion annually), supporting around 100 000 jobs. About 1.3 million, 33%, 

of Norway’s total population participates in recreational fishing at sea and spend an 

annual 210 million euros on their hobby. 

 

Catch and release of recreationally caught fishes have become a common practice. This 

is especially true for billfishes. Most scientific results show that catch and release 

recreational fisheries of billfishes has a minimal impact on these vulnerable species. 

Ethical 'no take’ (except for record) recreational fishing benefit conservation and local 

economies. Science also favors thanks to this practice since using tagging and other 

scientific technics, information about the ecology of the species and the threats they are 

facing is collected. 

 

I have kept myself informed about Azores way to conduct ethical catch and release 

fishing since the 1980’s. I have also followed the development of Association Vida 

Pelagica (AVP) and its commitment to billfish conservation and sustainable use. I fully 

support the objectives of AVP and its vision of a better future of this species through 

responsible recreational fishing.  

 

Taking into account above statement, I strongly advise keeping recreational fishing for 

pelagic fishes in the Condor bank, Azores, as a catch and release practice, allowing only 

take of record specimens. Best regards, 

 

 

 

Tamara Figueredo Martín, MSc 

Independent Scientist 

Cuban Academy of Science Awardee 




